
Humanities 2021-2022 Knowledge and Skills Progression 
 

Year 1 
AUT 1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

5 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 

Enquiry What is it like in Year 1? 
How have toys changed 

since our grandparents were 
young? 

What can we find out about 
the United Kingdom? 

How is Bridlington different 
to Doncaster? 

What was life like for 
Victorian children? 

What happened to London 
in 1666? 

National 
Curriculum 

Themes 

Geography 
Fieldwork 
Local Area Study 
Accurate mapping 
 

History 
Changes within living 
memory 
Changes to national life 
Continuity and change 

Geography 
Locational knowledge 
Map skills 

Geography 
Place knowledge  
Human and Physical 
Processes 

History 
Significant individual- Queen 
Victoria-changes to national 
life (school) 
Compare different aspects of 
within period- rich and poor 
Similarities and differences 

History 
Event beyond living memory 
with national significance 
Cause and consequence 

 Curriculum 
Links 

Understanding our world, 
EYFS 

Science- everyday materials 
DT- mechanisms 

Science  - atmosphere, 
season and weather 

Geography- locational 
knowledge, UK 
DT- picnic food 

Geography- locational 
knowledge of UK 
 

Geography- locational 
knowledge of UK 
DT- structures 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

Create “atlas” to prepare 
visitors /new children/ for 
transition purposes 

First hand experiences- 
artefacts and visitors 
Museum visit 

Link to Romania Visit to Bridlington Visit to Cusworth Hall Create own museum exhibit 
using DT structures and 
outcomes of enquiry, invite 
parents 

Texts 
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Fundamental 
Knowledge 

Locational language: 

 

Observations: 

 

Fieldwork skills:  

 

When and where? 

Who?  

How? 

 

 Place: 

Physical features-

 

Human features- 

 

 

Place: 

Human features- 

 
Key similarities- both have 
shops and places to live 
 
Key differences- Bridlington 
is a coastal town  

When and where? 

 
Who?  

 
How? 

 
Key vocabulary:  

 

When and where? 

Who?  

 
How? 

 

Key vocabulary: 

 

Skills 

 

. 
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Year 2 
AUT 1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

5 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 

Enquiry 
How would your dream 

playground look? 
Why do we remember? 

 

How can we begin to 
understand the world? 

 

How does life in Punjab, 
India compare to 

Doncaster? 

How did Rosa parks change 
the world? 

What happened at the 
Doncaster Rail works? 

National 
Curriculum 

Themes 

Geography 
Fieldwork 
Local Area Study 
Accurate mapping 

History 
Event beyond living memory 
with national and global 
significance 
Cause, consequence and 
significance 

Geography 
Locational knowledge 
Map skills 

Geography 
Place knowledge  
Human and Physical 
Processes 

History 
Significant individual-  
Changes to international life 
Comparisons to aspects of 
life to different periods- 
similarities, differences and 
significance 

History 
Significant historical 
event/person in locality 
Contributions to national 
achievements 
Continuity and change 

 Curriculum 
Links 

Maths- data  
Science- observation  

DT- textiles Geography- locational 
knowledge 
Science  - atmosphere, 
season and weather 

Geography- locational 
knowledge, skills of 
geographer 
DT- cooking an Punjabi dish 

PSHE 
SMSC 

Geography- locational 
knowledge of UK 
DT- mechanisms 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

Trips out into local area Visit to Doncaster Cenotaph  Links with an “expert” Mr 
D’Rozario 

Drama, writing a letter of 
thanks 

Visit York Railway Museum 

Texts 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

     

Fundamental 
Knowledge 

Key ideas

 

Observations: 

When and where? 

Who? 

Place: 
 

Physical features: 

Human features: 

 

Place: 

 Human features

 

When and where? 

 

Who?  

 

How? 

When and where? 

 

 
Who?  

 
How? 
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Fieldwork skills:  

 

How? 

 

Key similarities- 

 

Key differences-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key vocabulary: 

 

Key vocabulary: 

 

 

Skills 
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Year 3 
AUT 1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

5 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 

Enquiry 
What do we pass on our way 

to town? 

Which is better- stone, 
bronze or iron? 

 

Where in the world is 
Europe? 

Is it safe to live in Italy? 
What do Ancient 

Civilisations have in 
common? 

What did the Ancient 
Egyptians believe? 

National 
Curriculum 

Themes 

Geography 
Human Fieldwork 
Local Area Study 
Accurate mapping 

History 
British history 
Achievements of mankind 
Continuity and change 

Geography 
Locational knowledge 
Map skills 

Geography 
Place knowledge  
Human and Physical 
Processes: Mountains, 
volcanoes and Earthquakes 

History 
World History 
Nature of ancient 
civilisations 
Characteristics of non-
European societies 
Similarity and difference 

History 
World History 
Depth study of ancient 
civilisation 
Religious and social, cultural 
Cause, consequence and 
significance 

 Curriculum 
Links 

Geography- Doncaster links, 
Y2 
PSHE- staying safe 

Science- materials History- link back to 
knowledge of UK  

Science- rocks and soils 
DT- making world foods 

Geography- world 
knowledge 
PSHE, British Values  

RE 
PSHE 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

Walks in local area to collect 
information 

Links with Doncaster 
Museum 

  Share outcomes with 
parents and families, class 
museum 
Use of artefacts from 
musuem 

Links to art opportunities, DT 

Texts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     

Fundamental 
Knowledge 

 

When and where? 

 Understanding the scale of 
history with particular focus on 
the chronology of the prehistoric 
periods stone-iron age 

 Using language related to 
chronology (BC,AD) 

 A knowledge of the periods in 
prehistory (Paleolithic – Circa. 
800,000BC to 10,000BC; 
Mesolithic – Circa. 11,000 to 
5,500BC; Neolithic – Circa. 4300 
– 2000BC; Bronze – 2,200 to 
750BC; Iron – 750BC to 43AD) 

Who?  
The people who inhabited settlements 
during that period in history; how their 
lives differed to ours and how we know.   
How? 
Conducting a range of enquiries using a 
range of primary and secondary sources 
including books, internet and items from 
Doncaster Museum. Comparing and 
contrasting life in the past and life now 
and beginning to draw conclusions from 
sources of evidence. 

 Place (UK): Peak District 

Physical features: Mam 

Tor, Hope Cove. 

Place (Europe): Naples, 

Italy. 

Physical features- 

Mount Vesuvius, 

Volcano. 

Key similarities- Both 

peaks, effect the land 

Who, when and where? 

 

How? 

 
 

When and where? 

 

 
Who?  

 

 
How? 

 
Key vocabulary: 
Religion, beliefs, Pharoah,  
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around them. Key 

tourist points. 

Key differences – 
volcanic / not, land use 
around, impact on local 
area. 

Key vocabulary: 

 

Skills 
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Year 4 
AUT 1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

5 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 

Enquiry 
How has Doncaster town 

centre changed over time? 

What did the Ancient Greeks 
do for us? 

 

Where in the world is South 
America? 

How does life in Rio de 
Janeiro compare to life in 
Doncaster? 

How was Britain changed by 
the Roman Invasion? 

What do we know about 
Roman Doncaster? 

National 
Curriculum 

Themes 

Geography 
Human Fieldwork 
Local Area Study 

History 
World history 
Nature of ancient 
civilisations 
Achievements of mankind 
Continuity and change 

Geography 
Locational knowledge 
Map skills 

Geography 
Place knowledge  
Human and Physical 
Processes: settlement and 
land use, economic activity 
and trade 

History 
British history 
Expansion and dissolution of 
empires 
Military 
Cause, consequence and 
significance 

History 
British history 
Local area study 
 
 
Similarities and differences 

 Curriculum 
Links 

Geography- Y3 fieldwork History- Y3, knowledge of 
ancient civilisations  
Geog Y3- Europe 
DT- cooking and nutrition, 
Greek Symposium 

Geography- Local Area study 
and prior locational 
knowledge 
Maths- direction, 
coordinates 
Science- hot and cold 

Geography- locational 
knowledge, South America 
 

History- Y3, knowledge of 
ancient civilisations, Y4 
Ancient Greece   
Geog Y3- Italy, Europe,   
English- reading non-fiction 
texts, writing- diary of a 
Roman soldier 
 

Geography- Doncaster 
Fieldwork, Local Area Study 
History- Roman Invasion 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

Talk and photographs of 
Doncaster in past 
Walks in local area, collect 
data 

Celebrate in our own 
modern-day Greek 
Symposium 

 Links to children living in 
Rocinha, Brazil 
Visit from a Geographer in 
secondary school 
 

Visit to museum 
Opportunity to share double-
page spread and findings 
with parents and families 

Museum visit 

Texts 

   
 
 
 
 
 

   

Fundamental 
Knowledge 

Key ideas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Place ( ): 

Human features: 

 

Place ( ): Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil

Human features- 

When and where?  

Who?  

 

How?  

When and where?  

 

 

Who?  

 

How?  
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Fieldwork 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Key similarities- 

 
Key differences- 

 

Key vocabulary: 

 

 

 

 

Key vocabulary: 

 
 
 

Skills 
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Year 5 
AUT 1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

5 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 

Enquiry 
How does our local climate 

compare to the past? 

How do the achievement of 
the Maya compare to British 

history? 
 

Where in the world is North 
America? 

Why are rivers important? 
Who were the Anglo Saxons 

and Vikings? 
Why is 1066 a significant 
year for British history? 

National 
Curriculum 

Themes 

Geography 
Physical Fieldwork 
Local Area Study 
 

World history 
Characteristics of non-
European societies  
Achievements of mankind 
Continuity and change 

Geography 
Locational knowledge 
Map skills 

Geography 
Place knowledge  
Human and Physical 
Processes: rivers and water 
cycle, energy 

British history 
Cultural and social history 
Similarities and differences 

British history 
Military 
Political 
Cause, consequence and 
significance 

 Curriculum 
Links 

PSHE- climate change 
Science- water cycle 

Geography- South America History- Maya Science- electricity, states of 
matter 

Y4 History- Romans in Britain  

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

Citizenship- promote ways to 
prevent climate change in 
local community 

   Doncaster Museum links 
Trip- Jorvik 

Doncaster Museum links 

Texts 

  
 
 
 
 
 

    

Fundamental 
Knowledge 

 

 

 

 Place ( ): 

):

 

When and where? 

 
Who?  

 
How? 

 

When and where? 

 
Who?  

 
How? 
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Key vocabulary

 

Key vocabulary: 

 

Skills 
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Year 6 
AUT 1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

5 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 4 weeks 4 weeks 3 weeks 

Enquiry 
What caused World War 

Two? 
 

How was life on the Home 
Front different for men, 
women and children? 

 

Where in the world is the 
Arctic Circle? 

How has the Arctic Circle 
been affected by climate? 

How has crime and 
punishment changed over 

time? 
 

What’s the safest route to 
Secondary school? 

National 
Curriculum 

Themes 

British history 
British history 
Military 
Political 
Event beyond 1066 
Cause, consequence and 
significance 

British history 
British history 
Military 
Event beyond 1066 
Similarities and differences 

Geography 
Locational knowledge 
Map Skills 
How has the Arctic  been 
affected by climate change? 

Geography 
Place knowledge  
Human and Physical 
Processes: biomes, 
vegetation belts, climate 
zones 

Thematic history 
British history 
Cultural and social history 
Continuity and change 

Geography 
Fieldwork 
Local Area Study 
Transition 

 Curriculum 
Links 

English- writing 
Science - light 

English- writing Geography 
Science 

Science- evolution 
PSHE 

History 
Geography 

Geography 
PSHE 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

 Murton park / Eden camp 
visit 

Science ambassador talks Yorkshire Wildlife Park 
 

Crucial Crew  
Doncaster museum visit 

Route linked to transition to 
Secondary school 
PSHE- staying safe 

Texts 
 
Fireweed 
 

 
Letters From The Lighthouse 
 

Planet Peril Ecosystems of planet 
Darwin’s Dragons 
Moth 

Horrible Histories- cruel 
crime and painful 
punishment 

 
 

Fundamental 
Knowledge 

When and where? 

 
Who?  

 
 
How? 

When and where? 

Who?  

 
How? 

 
 

 

Who, when and where? 

 
How? 
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Key vocabulary: 

 

 

Skills 

 

. 
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